MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

Engineers, the Assault Guards, the Air Force, Tank
Corps, Communications and Transports. As an analysis
of these organisms, commands and troops, I came to the
following conclusion; that the Artillery was on the side of
the National Council of Defence and all the rest were in
favour of the Communist Party.

To sum up, so far as the Central Army was concerned.
In the event of the Communist officers obeying the orders
of their Party (orders which they considered as given by
the Government of the National Union) the National
Council of Defence would have only about 50,000 men
and the others 150,000, with the extra disadvantage that
the National Council of Defence would have against it,
such vital forces as the Tanks, Air Force, Communications
and Transports. From this estimate of the forces it may be
seen quite plainly that if the Communist Party rebelled,
the National Council of Defence would have to cope with
a very unfavourable situation. If it were necessary, could
it count on the help of the other armies to improve the
situation in the city, should a struggle come?

It could count on the absolute loyalty of General
Matallana and also of Generals Menendez and Escobar of
the Levante and Extremadura armies. That would have
been all right, but the personal loyalty of these com-
manders was not sufficient, since I did not know up to
what point they could avoid rebellion among certain
Commanders of Army Corps under them.

General Matallana had put the I7th Army Corps
at my orders to reinforce the Cuenca Front, where